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Dear Friends,

A mighty “THANK YOU” to Dominica! Yes indeed, let’s give a big hand to this very small country for having staged this all-important World Championship with lots of heart and enthusiasm. The Weightlifting Family found comfortable housing, Caribbean sunshine, nice people and warm friendship in Santo Domingo. The hosts of the 2006 World Championships went all lengths to carry out this major event to satisfaction. So, we wish to express our gratitude to Lic. Felipe Payano, Minister of Sport, Mr. Luis Mejia Oviedo, President of the Dominican Olympic Committee, but first of all to Dr. Bolivar Vargas, President of the Dominican Weightlifting Federation and his staff with Mr. Willian Ozuna, Ms. Maritza Ortiz and others in the key positions. Thanks to these lovely and passionate people, the “Mundial 2006” in Santo Domingo will go down in weightlifting history as a significant milestone and we feel sure that by bringing the sport’s major event to the Caribbean island we have contributed to its development in the Region and in Pan-America. 
For the first time, the 2006 Worlds, i.e. two years before Beijing, the Championships were part of the Olympic Qualification process. The participating athletes took the opportunity seriously and brought on stage some unforgettable performances. Although the standard of results in most categories was quite high, the stake was also very high, world records were only scarcely broken. Should we see that as a problem? No, not at all! On the contrary. To us, it is much more an indication that the long-awaited purification process in the sport of weightlifting is underway at last. In Santo Domingo the IWF continued its stringent anti-doping program and subjected 149 athletes (equal to an unparalleled 31%) of the total of 484 participants to the most meticulous of tests. Needless to point out that all the medal winners had to submit samples. Only one analysis was returned from the laboratory with an adverse analytical finding and it does not involve any medal winner. We hope that it means that both the athletes and their coaches-officials have realized that there is no other way and weightlifting has no other option. 
At the same time, we still need to improve discipline in a few areas related to the organisation of World (or, in many cases Continental) Championships. Too many National Federations are inclined to announce to the organising committee the arrival of large delegations, which, in turn, makes the booking of the hotel rooms accordingly, only to find that the delegations fail to show up without any further notice, or just a fraction of the expected number of athletes and officials actually arrives at the World Championships. Such practices inevitably cause great financial burden to the organisers who must pay for the booked but unused hotel rooms. However, the damage is not only calculable in money. The hosts base the services to be delivered on the preliminary entries, and – most importantly – the competition schedules also take the estimated number of entries into consideration. More often than not, after the verification of the Final Entries, the competition schedule must be substantially modified. And the Start List thus made still cannot be regarded as “Final”! The number of athletes actually taking part always turns out to be lower, which makes the entire program irrelevant, unreliable, affects the allocation into groups, etc. We must draw our conclusions from these inexcusable practices and the IWF Executive Board is now working on ways to implement our rules concerning the entries, whereby i.a. sanctioning no-shows or teams which fail to appear at the Verification of Final Entries. 
Our Readers should excuse us for dealing with questions so restricted to the organisation of events or the discipline of federations, but in fact it is our obligation to make sure that hosts, television broadcasters, the media and fans are provided exact and reliable information as to the expected number and composition of World Championship fields – and we shall do our best to comply with this task.

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank the international Technical Officials – juries, referees, technical controllers, doctors on duty and the anti-doping control staff – of Santo Domingo for their fantastic job. Indeed, they had to work under extreme conditions from early morning to late night and – just like the organisers of the Mundial 2006 – they also deserve our highest appreciation and thanks. See you all in Prague 2007!


Dr. Tamás Aján




Yannis Sgouros


IWF President




IWF General Secretary

Photo:

(Editorial2)   

The key persons in the organisation of Mundial 2006 (from left): Willian Ozuna, General Secretary of the Dominican Federation, Luis Mejia Oviedo, President of Dominican Olympic Committee, Dr. Roxanna Vargas, Dr. Bolivar Vargas, President of the Dominican Federation, Antonio Acosta, General Secretary of the Dominican Olympic Committee, Lic. Felipe Payano, Minister of Sport and President of the OC and Gerardo Correa, Deputy Minister
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